This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Previously Presented) A system for transmitting voice messages from a caller over a 
network, said system comprising: 

a first access device coupled to a network and to a first communication medium, 
said first access device comprising: 

a voice encoding device configured to receive a first voice signal from a 
first voice device and generate a digital message file; and 

a transmission device configured to transmit said digital message file 
through said network; 

wherein said transmission device transmits said digital message file through said 
network after said voice encoding device generates said digital message file. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein said network comprises a pub li c 
packet-switched network such as tho I ntornot . 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously Presented) A method for transmitting voice messages over a network, 
said method comprising: 

receiving a voice signal by a first access device; 

encoding said voice signal into a digital message file by said first access device; 

and 

after said step of encoding, transmitting said digital message file over a network. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of: 
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transmitting a voice signal from a first voice device at a caller location in a first 
service area through a first communication medium to said access device; 

wherein said first voice device is a telephone and said first communication 
medium comprises a circuit-switched network such as th e sw i tch e d t ele phon e n e twork 

(PSTN ) 

6 - 30. (Canceled) 

31 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein said first voice device is a 
telephone and said first communication medium comprises a circuit-switched network 
such as tho sw i tched to l ophono network (PSTN) . 

32. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 further comprising: 

a second access device coupled to said network and to a second communication 
medium, said second access device comprising: 

a receiving device configured to receive said digital message file from said 

network; and 

a voice decoding device configured to decode said digital message file 
and generate a second voice signal for a second voice device coupled to said second 
communication medium 

wherein said voice decoding device generates said second voice signal after said 
receiving device receives said digital message file. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 32 wherein said second access device 
further comprises a first storage device capable of storing said digital message file. 

34. (Previously Presented) A system for receiving voice messages from a network, said 
system comprising: 

a first access device coupled to a network and to a first communication medium, 
said first access device comprising: 
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a receiving device configured to receive a digital message file from said 

network; and 

a voice decoding device configured to decode said digital message file 
and generate a first voice signal for a first voice device coupled to said first 
communication medium, 

wherein said voice decoding device generates said first voice signal after said receiving 
device receives said digital message file. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34 wherein said network comprises a 
pub li c packet-switched network such as tho I ntornot . 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34 wherein said first voice device is a 
telephone and said first communication medium comprises a circuit-switched network 
such as th e sw i tch e d t ele phon e n e twork (PSTN) . 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 34 further comprising: 

a second access device coupled to said network and to a second communication 
medium, said second access device comprising: 

a voice encoding device configured to receive a second voice signal from 
a second voice device and generate said digital message file; and 

a transmission device configured to transmit said digital message file 
through said network; 

wherein said transmission device transmits said digital message file through said 
network after said voice encoding device generates said digital message file. 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein said network comprises a 
pub li c packet-switched network such as th e I nt e rn e t . 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4 further comprising: 
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receiving said digital message file from said network by a second access device; 

and 

after said step of receiving, decoding said digital message file for a second voice 
device coupled to a second communication medium. 

40. (Previously Presented) A method of receiving voice messages from a network, said 
method comprising: 

receiving a digital message file from said network by a first access device; and 

after said step of receiving, decoding said digital message file to generate a first 
voice signal for a first voice device coupled to a first communication medium. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40 wherein said network comprises a 
pub li c packet-switched network such as tho I ntornot . 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40 wherein said first voice device is a 
telephone and said first communication medium comprises a circuit-switched network 
such as tho sw i tched to l ophono network (PSTN) . 

43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

receiving a voice signal by a second access device; 

encoding said voice signal into said digital message file by said second access 

device; and 

after said step of encoding, transmitting said digital message file over said 
network to said first access device. 

44. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said first access device 
further comprises a first storage device capable of storing said digital message file. 
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45. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 32 wherein said second voice device is a 
telephone and said second communication medium comprises a circuit-switched 
network such as th e sw i tch e d t ele phon e n e twork (PSTN) . 

46. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein said first access device 
further comprises a second storage device capable of storing said digital message file. 

47. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 34 wherein said first access device 
further comprises a first storage device capable of storing said digital message file. 

48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of storing 
said digital message file on a first storage device in said first access device. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, further comprising the step of 
storing said digital message file on a first storage device in said second access device. 

50. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 39 wherein said second voice device is a 
telephone and said second communication medium comprises a circuit-switched 
network such as tho sw i tched to l ophono network (PSTN) . 

51. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, further comprising the step of 
storing said digital message file on a second storage device in said first access device. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40, further comprising the step of 
storing said digital message file on a first storage device in said first access device. 

53. (New) The system of claim 2 wherein said packet-switched network is the public 
Internet. 

54. (New) The method of claim 5 wherein said circuit-switched network is the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN). 

55. (New) The system of claim 31 wherein said circuit-switched network is the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN). 
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56. (New) The system of claim 35 wherein said pacl^et-switched network is the public 
Internet. 

57. (New) The system of claim 36 wherein said circuit-switched network is the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN). 

58. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein said packet-switched network is the public 
Internet. 

59. (New) The method of claim 41 wherein said packet-switched network is the public 
Internet. 

60. (New) The method of claim 42 wherein said circuit-switched network is the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN). 

61 . (New) The system of claim 45 wherein said circuit-switched network is the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN). 

62. (New) The method of claim 50 wherein said circuit-switched network is the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN). 
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